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chart is the. one that shows the funds available to the city
and c o u nt y r o a d f u n d. Th e r eason f or t h i s dec r e a s e is
r eal l y t h r e e- f o l d . First o f all we' ve h ad mo r e
f uel - e f f i c i en t au t o m o b i le s , so peopl e h av e b e e n b u y i n g l e ss
gasoline. People have become energy conscious and they ' ve
been d r i v i n g fe we r mi l es . F ina l l y wi t h t he exem p t i o n s w e
give for gasohol, fewer tax dollars, sorry Senator Schmit, I
see y o u r ea r s pe r k up , t h e money we ' v e b ee n gi v i ng to
gas...the exemption we' ve been giving t o gasohol h a s c a u s ed
fewer do l l a r s t o f l ow i n t o the fund. Th e State Highway
Trust Fund has a handy little exemption from these problems.
A few ye a r s a g o , t ho s e o f you w h o we re h e r e wil l rem ember
passing a variable tax rate which lets the State Board of
Equalization, each year, increase the tax on gasoline that
goes to state roads. Cities and counties are exempted from
this. There has been no increase in their tax base since, I
believe, back in the l ate 1970s, when we p as se d t h i s
variable. An other chart I distributed answers w hat I
anticipate being some criticism of this bill. I t i s o f t en
pointed out, erroneously in this body, that Nebraska has the
highest gas tax in the nation. If you notice on this chart
we are well down the list, down to 16th. Also, if you will
notice, any number of states t?at are b elow us , t h e one s
I ' ve c i r c l e d . , impose a sales tax on gasoline w hich b r i n g s
their tax rate up above Nebraska . So r ea l l y Neb r a s ka 's g a s
tax rate, at this point, is fairly average for t he r es t o f
t he na t i o n . I t h i nk t h i s i s something that is really needed
for our cities and counties. Cities and counties that don' t
have the gas tax user fee to rely upon have to dip into
their property taxes. Have any nu mber o f t h e count ies i n
the state that use 25 to 50 percent of their tax...their
property tax that they raise to build roads. This i s a b i l l
that is needed to raise additional funds for cities and
counties. It is a measure of some property tax relief for
the cities and counties. It is a fairly simple bill. There
has been little opposition to it this year. I ur g e y o u t o
advance i t .

PRESIDENT: There is a motion on the desk.

CLERK: Mr . Pr es i d e n t , Senator Ha b e rman would m ov e t o
i ndef i n i t e l y p os t p o n e t he b i l l . Th at wou l d l ay i t ov er ,
unless the introducer agrees to take it up at this time.

P RESIDENT: S e n a t o r Withem, do you wish to take it up at
this time'. Motion to indefinitely postpone.
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